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KEY 3 MESSAGE

2016 Boy Scout Summer Camp at Lost Pines Scout Reservation

Every youth deserves the opportunity 
to succeed, the freedom to safely fail, 
and the security of knowing there are 
adults who care for their well-being...

Ben Turner, President
Steve Allen, Commissioner
Jon C. Yates, Scout Executive
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KEY PERFORMANCE
INDICATORSKPI Capitol Area Council

Total youth membership*
 Cub Scouts
 Boy Scouts
 Venturing
 Exploring/Learning for Life

Youth membership retention*

Voice of the Scout Net Promoter Score (NPS)**
 Cub Scout parents
 Boy Scout/Venturer parents
 Youth-Facing volunteers
 District/Council volunteers
 Chartered organizations

Unit retention*

Units receiving 6 or more annual 
Unit Commissioner visits

Total nights camped (youth)****

Cub Scouts advancing in rank

Boy Scouts advancing in rank

Merit badges earned

22,395
9,694
6,220
620
5,861

79%

44%
63%
45%
71%
68%

93%

26%

25,440

69%

51%

13,344

*Year-end data as of December 31, 2016
**Spring 2016 Boy Scouts of America Voice of the Scout survey. Net Promoter Score 
reflects percentage of respondents who answered 9 or 10 on scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 
10 (strongly agree) to the question, “How likely is it that you would recommend the Boy 
Scouts to a friend or colleague?”
***As reported by www.npsbenchmarks.com
****Does not include 2016 Winter Camp attendance

Top 5 earned: Swimming (635), First Aid (613), Cooking (449), 
Citizenship in the Nation (429), Environmental Science (427)

2016 NPS comparisons***: Apple 89%, Costco 82%, Amazon 69%, 
Netflix 54%, Ikea 46%, Walgreens 42%, Wal-Mart 37%, Pepsi 20% 



CAMPING
Scouts taking part in council outdoor programs/camps, 
BSA High Adventure programs, and unit camping:

Cub Scout Day Camp
TechLab STEAM Day Camp
Cub-O-Ree
Cub Scout Pack Family Camping*
Webelos Extreme Adventure Camp
Boy Scout Summer Camp**
Boy Scout Winter Camp***
Hornaday Weekends
NYLT
BSA High Adventure Bases****

1,446
349
430
7,073
118
2,932
748
491
189
888

**Includes summer camp attendance in-council and out-of-council by CAC units

Chisholm Trail District Cub Scout Day Camp

***2015 attendance

*Incluides pack camping at council owned and non-council owned properties

****Includes Boy Scout and Venturing program attendance at BSA High Adventure Bases



Nearly 350 Scouts and non-Scouting youth 
took part in TechLab STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) Day 
Camp. For the first time, TechLab took place 
inside the new Applied Technology Center at 
Austin’s Anderson High School. This 
best-in-class program is made possible 
through a partnership with our council and 
Austin Independent School District. This 
year’s theme challenged campers to examine 
life on Mars, including work in robotics, 3D 
design, hydroponics, and more. The 2017 
camp theme will focus on rainforests. Thanks 
to the continued support from a generous 
donation, 25% of campers attended from 
Title I schools and enjoyed a one-of-a-kind 
program at a significantly discounted price.

Boy Scout Summer Camp at Lost Pines Scout 
Reservation added a sixth week of camp but 
once again sold to capacity. 

Adult leaders were asked each week to grade 
the overall quality of the camp, including 
program, staff, and food service. Here are the 
average scores (0-100 scale with 100 being 
best) they gave the program in 2016:

Week 1: 87
Week 2: 91
Week 3: 84
Week 4: 89
Week 5: 88
Week 6: 87

Youth campers were asked to grade the 
different program areas. Here are the average 
scores (0-100 scale with 100 being best):

Week 1: 86
Week 2: 88
Week 3: 89
Week 4: 77
Week 5: 87
Week 6: 83

Thanks to the leadership of volunteers Billy 
Mikesh, Jack Gindler, and others, Camp 
Green Dickson received its largest capital 
improvement in years: a new Training and 
Program Pavilion. The structure will support 
weekend camping as well as National Youth 
Leadership Training (NYLT) courses. Camp 
Green Dickson, located between Shiner and 
Gonzales, is one of eight council-owned and 
operated camping properties.



CONSERVATION
Scouting has taught youth the value of conservation 
and sustainable practices for more than 100 years. 
Leading by example, our Frank Fickett Scout Training 
and Service Center utilizes solar energy. In three 
years, the Fickett Center’s solar array has generated 
clean power resulting in offsets equal to:* 

1,328 18,859 167 4,190
60W BULBS 

USED 8 
HOURS/DAY 
FOR 1 YEAR

GALLONS OF 
GASOLINE 
BURNED

TONS OF C0
EMISSIONS 

SAVED

TREES 
(EQUAL TO 
TOTAL CO 
OFFSET)

2

2

*Totals as of December 12, 2016

Since 2012, our Scouts and adult volunteers have planted 1,261,650 
Loblolly Pine seedlings in our effort to rebuild the native forest 
destroyed by the 2011 Bastrop County wildfires



Photo courtesy Paul Crump

Christopher McDaniel of Boy Scout Troop 12, 
chartered by Hutto Lutheran Church, led a 
project to build the first public Purple Martin 
birdhouse in Creekside Park. He learned 
about the idea for the birdhouse project after 
talking with the City of Hutto’s Director of 
Public Works. "Purple Martins mainly depend 
on humans for housing," Christopher said. 
"They benefit the park by eating flying 
insects, which will compete with the bats in 
this area that could possibly have rabies."

Benjamin Cassar of Boy Scout Troop 1010, 
chartered by Travis County ESD #10, used 
research from our council's Hornaday Award 
Weekend and Federal Land Management 
resources to fight soil erosion at the Bull 
Creek District Park. A four-foot storm outlet 
pipe below Capital of Texas Highway had 
been removing not only top soil but degrading 
a hiking trail used by hundred of hikers. 
Benjamin executed his project incorporating 
outsloping/insloping terraces, a trash 
collection basin, sediment collection basin, 
water deflectors, culverts, and water bars 
along a 47-foot by six-foot section of trail. He 
completed the project at no material cost by 
recycling and reusing leftover backyard 
construction materials and local material 
widely available on the site. 

Youth at our TechLab Day Camp use a water 
table to learn “hands on” the importance of a 
stream’s or river’s flow and its impact on 
supported ecosystems. The five session camp 
is a destination for our growing STEM Scouts 
program. "The STEM Scouts program was a 
huge success at our school,” said Kathy 
Cawthorn, Principal at Round Rock ISD’s 
Berkman Elementary. “Students were so 
excited to go to lab each week and you could 
see them stretch their thinking to understand 
complex concepts. STEM Scouts helped some 
of our students improve academically and 
behaviorally, thanks in part to the 
values-based program."



Council Youth Protection Champion SGT Demetrie Mitchell of the Travis County Sheriff’s Office 
addresses Scouting volunteers and parents at our annual Youth Protection Champions Symposium. 
The program focuses on key youth safety topics and connects Scouting leaders at the grassroots 
level with resources like Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Center for Child Protection, and more.

SCOUT

Ryan Beltran, Brian Stokes, and Brick Parker receieved our council’s Byron 
Lockhart Eagle Scout Scholarships. The scholarships, awarded annually, 
recognize Eagle Scouts who have been highly involved in the Scouting 
program, graduating high school, and are pursuing a post-secondary 
degree or technical certification. More information and an application
is available at www.bsacac.org/ealge_scout_info.

Round Rock Police Department's Exploring Post 1096 earned 
10 awards at the 27th annual Texas Law Enforcement 
Explorer Advisor Association's State Explorer Competition. 
Post 1096 finished first in the following competition 
scenarios: Bomb Threat, Gang Activity, Unknown Call for 
Police, and Burglary in Progress.

April 12 is now Connor Crowe Day in 
Georgetown. Mayor Dale Ross signed a 
proclamation this year, recognizing the 
Troop 405 Eagle Scout’s feat of earning 
142 merit badges (the most ever by a 
Capitol Area Council Scout). Troop 405 is 
chartered by Christ Lutheran Church. 

J.T. Devenport of Venturing Crew 158, chartered by Good News United Methodist Church, 
was honored the Area Venturing Leadership Award. Rachel West (R), Sea Scout National 
Boatswain, and former Southern Region Venturing President, Chelsea Davis (L), presented 
the award at Philmont Scout Ranch where J.T. worked as a Ranger this Summer.
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Eagle Scout Sid Rao and two classmates earned the top prize in 
the 2016 SXSWedu Student Startup Competition, scoring 
$1,000 for their business idea: a mobile app that teaches 
students how to start a business, called Bru. Rao, a graduating 
Senior, also runs his own nonprofit, Education Allocation, 
benefiting two schools in India which provide basic sanitary 
needs and help students to stay in school. Tyler Seago from Troop 2010, chartered by 

First United Methodist Church of Bastrop, 
was the first youth to receive the Austin 
Police Association’s Youth Civic 
Leadership award at its annual awards 
ceremony and gala.



These 10 Scouters were 
honored as our council’s 2016 
recipients of the Silver Beaver 
Award. The award is the highest 
honor presented at the local 
council level for service to 
youth through Scouting. 

SALUTE
Sea Scout Ship 911, SSS Response, was 
selected for the second consecutive year as 
part of Sea Scouting’s National Flagship 
Fleet. Each year, ships from across the 
country apply to be considered as the 
National Flagship. Selection is based on a 
broad range of criteria but key is the quality 
of the program being offered in the ship. 
Ship 911, chartered by San Gabriel 
Presbyterian Church, is the only Capitol Area 
Council ship to ever serve in the National 
Flagship Fleet.

Scouter Wayne Courreges was recognized through a donor’s generous gift, honoring 
years of service to youth through Scouting. The gift helped make the new swimming 
pool complex at Lost Pines Scout Reservation possible. A plaque recognizing Wayne 
will be installed outside the pool area at camp.

Volunteer T.W. Cook was named the new Southern 
Region Commodore for the Sea Scouting program. 
He had previously served as our council’s Sea 
Scouting Commodore. In this new position, T.W. 
now supports more than 120 Sea Scout Ships from 
the Texas coast to the Florida Keys to the Outer 
Banks.

Aubrey Price from Boy Scout Troop 511, chartered by St. Matthews Episcopal Church, 
represented the Boy Scouts of America on KEYE TV’s We Are Austin program. Aubrey 
said the hardest (and most rewarding) thing he’s done in Scouting to this point was 
completing an 80-mile backpacking trek at Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico.

Carter Hull of Boy Scout Troop 511 
was one of eight contestants on Food 
Network's Kids BBQ Championship 
series. “Competing was really fun,” 
said Carter. “Being with all the kids 
was a blast and getting to see how 
you can cook in a competition. I 
usually cook at home for my family, 
but this is national TV with these big 
chefs. That was like, so cool, and 
such a great opportunity.”

Jim Beck Laura Cook 

Benny Latham Jim Mallios 

William Grimes

Terry Tottenham 

Deana Hagle 

Jayne Walters

Hilary Johns 

Dean Woodley 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
Hours of community service performed (by district)*:

Chisholm Trail
Bee Cave
Armadillo
Thunderbird
North Shore
Sacred Springs
Colorado River
San Gabriel
Blackland Prairie
Hill Country
Live Oak
Waterloo
Council (non-district specific)

56,544
8,672
8,617
8,311
7,682
7,295
3,623
2,792
2,551
2,135
1,948
   323
6,879

*Reported totals through BSA Journey to Excellence as of December 1, 2016

Austin Greenwell of Boy Scout Troop 188, chartered by the LDS Bastrop Ward, Kyle Stake, led church members and volunteer 
firefighters in clearing strom debris from the only paved handicapped-accessible trail at the Colorado River Refuge south of 
Bastrop.
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Boy Scout Troop 188, chartered by LDS 
Bastrop Ward, Kyle Stake, partnered with 
Lone Star Disposal to clean roadside areas of 
fallen or burned trees remaining from the 
2011 Bastrop Wildfires.

Cub Scout Pack 812, chartered by VFW Post  
12058, collected 146 pieces of food and 
$26 in donations for God's Plan Food Pantry 
in Hays County.

David Kylberg of Boy Scout Troop 182, 
chartered by St. Peter's Lutheran Church of 
Elgin, organized a clean up of the historic 
cemetery located in Elgin’s first Hispanic 
community.

PHOTO COURTESY THE ELGIN COURIER



(L) Jonathan Mathews of Boy Scout Troop 
365, chartered by Round Rock Presbyterian 
Church, constructed and installed a trail 
kiosk along the granite trail in Southwest 
Williamson County Regional Park.

(R) Justin Alpern of Boy Scout Troop 162, 
chartered by Unity Church of the Hills, 
raised more than $600 for and managed 
construction of a new stone path with a 
limestone sidewalk at Unity Church of the 
Hills.

Members of Exploring Post 4077, chartered 
by San Marcos Hays County EMS, packed 
more than 500 sacks of food and delivered 
them to children who receive free or reduced 
cost lunches at San Marcos elementary 
schools. The food was not for the children to 
eat at school but rather to take home, 
ensuring they get at least one full meal at 
home during the weekend.

Ian and Donovan Allen of Boy Scout Troop 
182, chartered by St. Peter's Lutheran 
Church of Elgin, made improvements to 
Thomas Park in Elgin. Ian installed a new 
refrigerator, a stainless steel worktable, new 
shelving, a three-compartment sink and a hot 
water heater at the park's concessions stand. 
Donovan reworked the park's large flowerbed 
into a teaching bed for the community and 
nearby school, and installed irrigation. 



Brent Schaefer of Boy Scout Troop 27, 
chartered by St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church, organized and managed the kids 
zone and other family activities at the 8th 
annual Autism Bike Ride and Fun Run in 
Georgetown.

(L) Duy Minh Nguyen of Boy Scout Troop 
365, chartered by Round Rock Presbyterian 
Church, built outdoor chess tables at Cactus 
Ranch Elementary School.

(R) Simon Calabuig of Boy Scout Troop 457, 
chartered by the LDS Heritage Trail Ward, 
Austin Stake, led a team that built a kiosk for 
Northeast Metro Park in Pflugerville.

Garrett Fissel of Boy Scout Troop 18, built a 
compost bin, placed eight “tiny libraries,” 
sanded and painted picnic tables, and 
installed three rainwater barrels for the "Wee 
Nutri Garden" at Bowie Elementary in San 
Marcos.



CHARACTER

Troop 2010 Eagle Scout Jeramy Edwards and his mother, Toni Malone

Jeramy Edwards is not what some might consider a natural-born leader. When he was 
10-months-old, doctors diagnosed him with autism and told his mother, Toni Malone, 
he’d never talk or express love. Jeramy’s time in Scouting has helped reveal his true 
character and has allowed him to begin reaching his potential.

“Having a child with autism, one of the things that I wanted for him was to have a safe 
place where he could have friends that he could grow up with and learn to develop 
friendships,” his mom said. “I could not have asked for a better group of boys and a 
better group of families.” 

This year, Jeramy earned the rank of Eagle Scout. For his Eagle project, he hosted a 
technology tutorial at First United Methodist Church in Bastrop, helping people learn 
how to get the most out of their iPhone, Android, or Windows Phone digital devices. 
He also instructed guests on web security.

Scouting teaches all young people, regardless of whatever challenges they face in life, 
that they can not only succeed but also serve as an example for others.

“(In Scouting) Jeramy is not looked at as Jeramy with autism,” said his mother. “He’s 
just Jeramy.”



Cole Thomson from Boy Scout Troop 30, 
chartered by St. Michaels Episcopal Church, 
describes to our Executive Board members 
how he saved a man's life. While working at 
The County Line restaurant, Cole noticed a 
customer struggle up from his chair. “I saw 
him walking up the hallway, and he bent 
down, like he was trying to throw something 
up, so I asked him if he was choking.” When 
the man, unable to speak, responded by 
clutching at his throat with both hands, 
Thomson immediately positioned himself 
behind him and began performing the 
Heimlich maneuver.

Eagle Scout Archer Hadley, an Assistant 
Scoutmaster of Troop 5, chartered by First 
United Methodist Church, was named the 
2016 CARTER Outstanding Youth 
Philanthropist by the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP). Archer 
has raised more than $100,000 for 
disability access and awareness and has 
served on the BSA's National Disability 
Awareness Task Force.

Cub Scouts in Kyle/Buda volunteered their 
time on a cold November morning to help the 
Hays County Food Bank distribute meal boxes 
to residents who might not otherwise have 
had a Thanksgiving dinner. "Makes me feel 
happy because I'm helping out people, 
and they're glad that they get a feast for 
Thanksgiving, and it makes me happy too," 
said Terrence White Ballard, a 9-year-old in 
Cub Scout Pack 105.



On my honor I will do my best
To do my duty to God and my country

and to obey the Scout Law;
To help other people at all times;
To keep myself physically strong,

mentally awake, and morally straight.
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