Family Program Questions and Answers
COMMUNITY RESPONSE
Q. What are you hearing from BSA leaders around the country about this announcement?
The decision was informed by members of the BSA at all levels of the organization and from all parts of the country, so we are
seeing support for the decision reflect that input. This is an exciting time for the BSA. We value the partnership with BSA
leaders across the country as we continue to innovate and evolve our proven programs to meet the needs of today’s families
and provide the types of experiences that parents and their children want most.

Q. Do you think current youth members or adult volunteers will withdraw?
The decision to welcome girls into expanded programs from Cub Scouts to Eagle Scout rank presents several opportunities for
families to get their youth involved in a program that has been proven to deliver character and leadership traits that parents say
they desire for their children. A Tufts University study found that youth who participate in Scouting for even a short period of
time exhibit strong moral values and positive character attributes, allowing them to embrace new opportunities, overcome
obstacles and become better prepared for future success.
This programming is in response to what we’ve heard from our Scouting families in addition to those who are not involved in
the BSA. A majority of parents surveyed said they are interested in having their daughters involved in a program like the Cub
Scouts and Boy Scouts. What’s more, many of our current families, Scouts, donors, volunteers and professional staff are in
support of this decision. We are confident that this change will meet the needs of today’s families.

Q. How do you know parents will sign their daughters up for Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts?
The BSA originally began discussions about young girls in Scouting based on numerous requests from families. We recognized
a need and worked to understand how we could meet it.
In addition to conversations with parents, recent surveys of parents not involved with Scouting showed high interest in getting
their daughters signed up for programs like Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, with 90 percent expressing interest in a program like
Cub Scouts and 87 percent expressing interest in a program like Boy Scouts.
We made this change so we could bring the benefits of Scouting to the greatest number of youth possible, all while staying true
to our mission and core values outlined in the Scout Oath and Scout Law.

Q. What are the Girl Scouts saying about this expanded program for girls?
The BSA had several conversations with other youth-serving organizations, but found through extensive research and
conversations with parents that there is a need and an interest to welcome girls to our existing programs. We celebrate all
youth-serving organizations that build character and feel the most important thing is to allow parents the ability to choose what
program is best for their family.
What’s more, the BSA has been providing programs to girls since 1971 when we extended our Exploring program to young
women. Girls also participate in our Venturing, Sea Scouts and STEM Scouts.

