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13th Edition, Boy Scout Handbook 

The new 13th edition of the Boy Scout Handbook is scheduled for release in 

late January. Content will support the new Boy Scout requirements for 2016, 

including those in the areas of camping, cooking, fitness, outdoor ethics, first 

aid, citizenship, service, and duty to God. See www.scouting.org/

programupdates for a list of 2016 rank requirements as they appear in the 

new handbook. 

A  new Boy Scout Handbook, while desirable, is not immediately needed for 

Scouts who will continue to work on their current rank under the old require-

ments (see article on page 3).  An insert of new requirements is available for 

use with the current Boy Scout Handbook when boys begin working under the 

new requirements.  See scouting.org/advancement to download a copy. 

New Position of Responsibility:  

Outdoor Ethics Guide 

The new Boy Scout requirements introduce a new position of responsibility.  Out-

door Ethics Guide will replace the Leave No Trace Trainer position.  The following 

job description is provided by the BSA Outdoor Ethics task force: 

The outdoor ethics guide helps the troop plan and conduct an outdoor pro-

gram that emphasizes effectively practicing the Outdoor Code, the Leave No Trace principles, and 

the Tread Lightly! principles. The guide works to help Scouts improve their outdoor ethics deci-

sion-making skills to help minimize impacts as they hike, camp, and participate in other outdoor 

activities. In particular, he should support Scouts who are working to complete the relevant re-

quirements for the Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class ranks. 

How does a Scout get position of responsibility credit if he is in the middle of his tenure as Leave No 

Trace Trainer on Dec. 31, 2015? The unit should simply credit him with time served in that position, and 

then begin his tenure as Outdoor Ethics Guide on Jan. 1, 2016. 

For Frequently Asked Questions on the Outdoor Ethics Guide position of responsibility, as well as on the  

Outdoor Ethics Awareness and Action awards, see  

www.outdoorethics-bsa.org/FAQs.shtml 
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